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Welcome to today’s Mass at St John’s
This week:
Morning Prayer, 9 a.m. Mon, Tues, Thurs, in Saint
Peter’s Chapel, Friday in Church.
Church open weekdays, where possible.
Midweek Mass: Weds 10 a.m, St Peter’s Chapel
Online “Zoom” service: Wednesday at 10 a.m.
Please contact the church administrator on
admstjohns30@gmail.com, to put you in touch
with the organizers for a “link” to join in
Morning Coffee: Friday 10 - 12 noon in Church

Our prayers are asked for:
Geraldine, Amber, Don F, Sue T, Eve G, Alison N, Pat P, David D, Denise H,

Jean & Geoff, Ann, Pat, Jon W and Miya.

Please pray also for…
the repose of the souls of the recently departed, especially Sally Lee,

and those whose Years Minds fall around this time: Toppy Harvey, Bernard Shaw,
Peggy Gick, and Michael Counsell

and all who mourn.

Most of us identify with the disciples’ request: ‘Lord, teach us to
pray’ (Luke 11:1); having seen Jesus pray, they wanted to know how
to pray!

A Loving Relationship: Jesus begins with father - ‘When you pray, say:
Father’. Prayer is like a child asking their parent for help. This reflects
Jesus’ own intimate relationship with His Father. He invites us to share this
relationship using the Lord’s Prayer, as way into His presence. Imagine using this
prayer as a child sitting on their parent’s lap. God delights to hear us!

A Loving Readiness: Jesus’ parable makes the point that God is always ready to hear
our prayer. When the man turns up at midnight asking for bread, his friend inside
gives him whatever he needs because of his ‘persistence’ (v.8). If the friend answers
despite all his family being asleep, how much more will our Father in heaven respond
to our prayers. We should never give up!

A Loving Richness: Jesus concludes with a threefold promise: ‘Ask, and it will be given
you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you.’ (Verse 9).
Does this mean that God will give us whatever we ask for? As earthly parents only
give good things to their children, how much more is this true of our heavenly Father:
‘Is there anyone among you, if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a
fish? Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion?’ (Verse 11,12). He doesn’t
give us everything we want, but what is best for us.



Opening Hymn
Ye servants of God,
your Master proclaim,
and publish abroad
his wonderful name;
the name all-victorious
of Jesus extol:
his kingdom is glorious,
and rules over all.

God ruleth on high,
almighty to save;
and still he is nigh:
his presence we have.
The great congregation
his triumph shall sing,
ascribing salvation
to Jesus our King.

Salvation to God
who sits on the throne!
Let all cry aloud,
and honour the Son.
The praises of Jesus
the angels proclaim,
fall down on their faces,
and worship the Lamb.

Then let us adore,
and give him his right:
all glory and power,
all wisdom and might,
and honour and blessing,
with angels above,
and thanks never-ceasing,
and infinite love.

Charles Wesley (1707-88)

Welcoming of the people

 Priest  In the name of the Father,
            and of the Son,
            and of the Holy Spirit.
      All  Amen.

Priest  The Lord be with you
     All  and also with you.

Prayer of Preparation
All Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Prayer of Confession
Dcn God so loved the world
that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ
to save us from our sins,
to be our advocate in heaven,
and to bring us to eternal life.
Let us confess our sins
in penitence and faith,
firmly resolved to keep God’s
commandments
and to live in love and peace with all.

All Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.

Introit: Teach me, O Lord (Attwood)



We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you
in newness of life
to the glory of your name.
Amen.

The priest says the Absolution
Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all
goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen.

The Gloria in Excelsis is sung:

All Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ,
only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand
of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen

The Collect
The priest introduces the Collect
with the words ‘Let us pray’

Almighty God,
send down upon your Church
the riches of your Spirit,
and kindle in all who minister the
gospel
your countless gifts of grace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

A reading from the Book of
Genesis

Genesis 18. 1-10a

The LORD appeared to Abraham by
the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the
entrance of his tent in the heat of the
day. He looked up and saw three men
standing near him. When he saw
them, he ran from the tent entrance to
meet them, and bowed down to the
ground. He said, ‘My lord, if I find
favour with you, do not pass by your
servant. Let a little water be brought,
and wash your feet, and rest your-
selves under the tree. Let me bring a
little bread, that you may refresh
yourselves, and after that you may
pass on – since you have come to
your servant.’ So they said, ‘Do as
you have said.’ And Abraham
hastened into the tent to Sarah, and
said, ‘Make ready quickly three
measures of choice flour, knead it,
and make cakes.’ Abraham ran to the
herd, and took a calf, tender and



good, and gave it to the servant, who
hastened to prepare it. Then he took
curds and milk and the calf that he had
prepared, and set it before them; and
he stood by them under the tree while
they ate.
They said to Abraham, ‘Where is your
wife Sarah?’ And he said, ‘There, in
the tent.’ Then one said, ‘I will surely
return to you in due season, and your
wife Sarah shall have a son.

      For the Word of the Lord
 All Thanks be to God

A reading from the Letter of Paul to
the Colossians

Col. 1.15-28

Christ is the image of the invisible God,
the firstborn of all creation; for in him
all things in heaven and on earth were
created, things visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers
or powers – all things have been
created through him and for him. He
himself is before all things, and in him
all things hold together. He is the head
of the body, the church; he is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead,
so that he might come to have first
place in everything. For in him all the
fullness of God was pleased to dwell,
and through him God was pleased to
reconcile to himself all things, whether
on earth or in heaven, by making
peace through the blood of his cross.
And you who were once estranged and
hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he
has now reconciled in his fleshly body
through death, so as to present you

holy and blameless and irreproachable
before him – provided that you continue
securely established and steadfast in the
faith, without shifting from the hope
promised by the gospel that you heard,
which has been proclaimed to every
creature under heaven. I, Paul, became
a servant of this gospel.
I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for
your sake, and in my flesh I am
completing what is lacking in Christ’s
afflictions for the sake of his body, that
is, the church. I became its servant
according to God’s commission that was
given to me for you, to make the word of
God fully known, the mystery that has
been hidden throughout the ages and
generations but has now been revealed
to his saints. To them God chose to
make known how great among the
Gentiles are the riches of the glory of
this mystery, which is Christ in you, the
hope of glory. It is he whom we proclaim,
warning everyone and teaching every-
one in all wisdom, so that we may
present everyone mature in Christ.

For the Word of the Lord
All Thanks be to God

Hymn during which the Gospel is
brought amongst us

Jesu, the very thought of thee
with sweetness fills my breast;
but sweeter far thy face to see,
and in thy presence rest.

Nor voice can sing, nor heart can frame,
nor can the memory find,
a sweeter sound than thy blest name,
O Saviour of mankind!



O hope of every contrite heart,
O joy of all the meek,
to those who fall, how kind thou art!
How good to those who seek!

But what to those who find? Ah, this
nor tongue nor pen can show;
the love of Jesus, what it is
none but his loved ones know.

Jesu, our only joy be thou,
as thou our prize wilt be;
Jesu, be thou our glory now,
and through eternity.
Latin c12th century, tr. Edward Caswall (1814-78)

Gospel Reading
Alleluia, alleluia.
I am the light of the world, says the
Lord.
Whoever follows me will never walk in
darkness
but will have the light of life.
All  Alleluia

The Lord be with you
All  And also with you

Hear the Gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ according to Luke
 All Glory to you, O Lord.

Luke 10.38-end

Now as they went on their way, he
entered a certain village, where a
woman named Martha welcomed him
into her home. She had a sister named
Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and
listened to what he was saying. But
Martha was distracted by her many
tasks; so she came to him and asked,

‘Lord, do you not care that my sister has
left me to do all the work by myself? Tell
her then to help me.’ But the Lord
answered her, ‘Martha, Martha, you are
worried and distracted by many things;
there is need of only one thing. Mary
has chosen the better part, which will
not be taken away from her.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

The Creed
Let us declare our faith in God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

All  We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit
and the Virgin Mary, and was made
man.
For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;



he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the
Father.
He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and
the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is
worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the Proph-
ets.

We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the
dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

In the power of the Spirit, and in union
with Christ, let us pray to the Father

These responses may be used

Lord, in your mercy
All hear our prayer.

And at the end

Merciful Father,
All accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Peace is introduced

Deacon We are the body of Christ.
In the one Spirit we were all baptized
into one body.
Let us then pursue all that makes for
peace
and builds up our common life.

Priest The peace of the Lord be always
with you
All and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace

All may exchange a sign of peace

Offertory Hymn
During which the table is prepared and
bread and wine are placed upon it.

Light’s abode, celestial Salem,
vision dear whence peace doth spring,
brighter than the heart can fancy,
mansion of the highest King;
O how glorious are the praises
which of thee the prophets sing!

There for ever and for ever
Alleluia is outpoured;
for unending, for unbroken
is the feast-day of the Lord;
all is pure and all is holy
that within thy walls is stored.

There no cloud nor passing vapour
dims the brightness of the air;
endless noon-day, glorious noon-day,
from the Sun of suns is there;
there no night brings rest from labour,
there unknown are toil and care.



O how glorious and resplendent,
fragile body, shalt thou be,
when endued with so much beauty,
full of health and strong and free,
full of vigour, full of pleasure
that shall last eternally!

Now with gladness, now with courage,
bear the burden on thee laid,
that hereafter these thy labours
may with endless gifts be paid;
and in everlasting glory
thou with joy mayest be arrayed.

Laud and honour to the Father,
Laud and honour to the Son,
Laud and honour to the Spirit,
ever Three and ever One,
One in love and One in splendour,
while unending ages run. Amen.

Latin 15th century, tr. J.M.Neale (1818-66)

Prayer at the Preparation of the Table
Blessed are you, Lord God of all
creation:
through your goodness we have this
bread to set before you,
which earth has given and human
hands have made.
It will become for us the bread of life.
All Blessed be God for ever.
Blessed are you, Lord God of all
creation:
through your goodness we have this
wine to set before you,
fruit of the vine and work of human
hands.
It will become for us the cup of salvation.
All Blessed be God for ever.

The president takes the bread and wine.

The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord is here
All His Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give thanks and

praise.

Father, we give you thanks and praise
through your beloved Son Jesus
Christ, your living Word,
through whom you have created all
things;
who was sent by you in your great
goodness to be our Saviour.

By the power of the Holy Spirit he took
flesh;
as your Son, born of the blessed Vir-
gin,
he lived on earth and went about
among us;
he opened wide his arms for us on the
cross;
he put an end to death by dying for us;
and revealed the resurrection by rising
to new life;
so he fulfilled your will and won for you
a holy people.
Therefore with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven,
we proclaim your great and glorious
name,
for ever praising you and singing:
All Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.



Lord, you are holy indeed,
the source of all holiness;
grant that by the power of your Holy
Spirit,
and according to your holy will,
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us the body and blood
of our Lord Jesus Christ;

who, in the same night that he was
betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his
disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is
given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.

Great is the mystery of faith:
All Christ has died:

Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.

And so, Father, calling to mind his death
on the cross,
his perfect sacrifice made once for the
sins  of the whole world;
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and
glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory,
we celebrate this memorial of our
redemption.
As we offer you this our sacrifice of

praise and thanksgiving,
we bring before you this bread and this
cup
and we thank you for counting us worthy
to stand in your presence and serve you.

Send the Holy Spirit on your people
and gather into one in your kingdom
all who share this one bread and one
cup,
so that we, in the company of Saint John
the Evangelist, Saint Peter, Mary the
Mother of God, and all the saints,
may praise and glorify you for ever,
through Jesus Christ our Lord;

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours,
almighty Father, for ever and ever.
All Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray with confidence as our Sav-
iour has taught us

All Our Father,
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass
against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.  Amen.



Breaking of the Bread

Priest We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
All  Though we are many,
we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

We sit as Agnus Dei is sung:

All Jesus, Lamb of God,
Have mercy on us
Jesus, bearer of our sins,
Have mercy on us
Jesus, redeemer of the world,
Give us your peace

Giving of Communion
The priest says the invitation to
communion.

Jesus is the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to
his supper.
All Lord, I am not worthy to receive
you, but only say the word,
and I shall be healed.

Communion is received.

Anthem: O Saviour of the world (Goss)

Hymn
Jesus, good above all other,
Gentle Child of gentle mother,
in a stable born our Brother,
give us grace to persevere.

Jesus, cradled in a manger,
for us facing every danger,
living as a homeless stranger,
make we thee our King most dear.

Jesus, for thy people dying,
Risen Master, death defying,
Lord in heaven, thy grace supplying.
keep us to thy presence near.

Jesus, who our sorrows bearest,
all our thoughts and hopes thou sharest,
thou to man the truth declarest;
help us all thy truth to hear.

Lord, in all our doings guide us;
pride and hate shall ne’er divide us;
we’ll go on with thee beside us,
and with joy we’ll persevere!

Percy Dearmer (1867-1936)

Prayer after Communion
Priest  Grant, O Lord, we beseech you,
that the course of this world may be so
peaceably ordered by your governance,
that your Church may joyfully serve you in
all godly quietness;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

All Father of all,
we give you thanks and praise,
that when we were still far off,
you met us in your Son
and brought us home.
Dying and living,
he declared your love,
gave us grace,
and opened the gate of glory.
May we who share Christ’s body



live his risen life;
we who drink his cup
bring life to others;
we whom the Spirit lights
give light to the world.
Keep us firm in the hope you
have set before us,
so we and all your children
shall be free,
and the whole earth live
to praise your name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Notices

The Blessing
The peace of God,
which passes all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds
in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you
always.
All  Amen.

Final hymn
Ye holy angels bright,
who wait at God’s right hand,
or through the realms of light
fly at your Lord’s command,
assist our song,
for else the theme
too high doth seem
for mortal tongue.

Ye blessed souls at rest,
who ran this earthly race,
and now, from sin released,
behold the Saviour’s face,

God’s praises sound,
as in his light
with sweet delight
ye do abound.

Ye saints who toil below,
adore your heavenly King,
and onward as ye go
some joyful anthem sing;
take what he gives
and praise him still,
through good or ill,
who ever lives!

My soul, bear thou thy part,
triumph in God above,
and with a well-tuned heart
sing thou the songs of love!
Let all thy days
till life shall end
whate’er he send,
be filled with praise.

Richard Baxter (1615-91) and others

Dismissal
Priest  The Lord be with you

All  And also with you

All  May the Grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with us all, evermore. Amen.

 Priest  May the souls of the faithful
departed, through the mercy of God,
rest in peace...
All and rise in glory. Amen.
Deacon  Go in peace to love and serve
the Lord.
All In the name of Christ. Amen.

Concluding voluntary: War March of the
priests (Mendelssohn)



St John’s
Prayer
Cross

All are prayed
for by name
on Fridays

Please let us
know of those
who require this
longer term
prayer support.
Or pin their
names, via the
slips of paper
provided, on
the wooden
Prayer Cross at
the back of the
Church.
Thank you.

To contact us…
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Do you have an item, prayer list update, or info
for the Pews News? Please send to

pewsnewsstjohns@gmail.com
by 9 p.m. on Thursdays. Thank you!


